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marble and inscriptions, they are broken up intention-
ally because the foolish Turkish law makes it illegal for
a private citizen to possess them, and imposes a fine upon
.the finder unless he transports them at once to the near-
est government house for winch labor he receives little
or no reward.

There is most urgent need for the preservation of the
antiquities of the Turkish Empire that are standing
above ground; the Turkish Government has done noth-
ing to protect them. There is a crying necessity for
better and more equitable laws governing archaeological
research, regulating native accidental discoveries, and
curbing antiquity dealers.

History and archaeology are hungering for the huge
hoards of knowledge that are stored up and hidden away
beneath the soil of these early homes of culture. And
there Is every reason why the United States of America
should assume the burden of supplying these needs.
America is the richest heir of all these successive generar
tions of civilization. She alone now is able to see to it
that the records of civilization's history are preserved,
and to unlock the prisons in which historic Truth and
Art are shut away from the eyes of man.